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Background 

Based on the Outcome of the HOD 60-2021 (5.25), Estonia was encouraged  to provide written argumentation 

of the position regarding publication of the document (document 5-25) on scientific background for NIC 

calculation as BSEP by 18 June 2021. The Secretariat received the following written argumentation by Estonia 

via e-mail on 31 August 2021. To facilitate the discussion of this item by HOD 60-2021, the Secretariat wishes 

to bring Estonia’s view to the attention of HODs ahead of the meeting.    

 

Action requested 

The Meeting is invited to note the argumentation in discussing the way forward on this issue.  
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Estonian argumentation on position regarding publishing the Nutrient 

Input Ceilings (NIC) calculations as BSEP 
 

Estonia considered the publication of the document on Nutrient Input Ceilings (NIC) for nutrients in the Baltic 

Sea region (document 5-25 in HOD60) as a BSEP once again and cannot agree publishing it in BSEP series. 

Estonia would agree to publish this as a regular background or technical document or supporting document. 

The reasons for that are mainly because the scientific value of this report remains questionable. Estonia tried 

to look up references to other publications in academic journals but found only one which is already referred 

to in the document and dates back to 2003. This is clearly not sufficient considering the time and work spent 

on improving this knowledge. Similarly, there are no other references in this document itself to other relevant 

scientific publications, which for Estonia confirms the same concern. 

Apart from the questionable scientific nature of this document, Estonia also has a problem with substantial 

part of it. Estonia can agree with the methodology and with most of the argumentation in it but cannot agree 

with the results showing what Estonia must do in addition to what Estonia already has done in order to 

achieve NICs. 

Estonia is well aware that there is a problem with input data and there is perhaps some relevant data missing. 

For that reason, Estonia believes that this report as such, containing missing information and presenting 

outcomes that do not adequately reflect Estonia’s possible obligations in further reducing the N and P load 

to the sea, should not be officialized in the BSEP series. 

Estonia really does appreciate the work done, especially how much effort the authors have put into it and 

with no doubt, this position is not to undermine their valued work. The problem is more practical and 

information in this report does not help to solve it. It makes it more difficult and creates new problems 

nationally, that might not actually exist. 

Estonia would recommend to keep the document, and publish it as a technical working document, and thus 

the information will be available for all who need it.  


